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NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR

The Opener Il is a classic bright swing chart that will work at various tempos. Particularly for young players, it is es

the guitar and piano player not to play too much. Have the players either take turns i rious sections of th
position themselves so they can easily hear each other and tastefully share compi nsibilities. | suggest tR@t the
chords be played lightly behind ensemble sections and a bit stronger during the soloist can the chord
changes.

Regarding ensemble articulation, marcato, or rooftop (A), markings are pl d accgn*%rdmg releases,
notes should be held for their full value, and each section should releasgit® .Clean releases e any band sound

more mature. ‘

For an ensemble, at a bright tempo, dragging can tend to be an occurrence. Simp%t the band to not play too
loud, as playing loudly can bog the band down and make th .Keep it Ii@/ focused energy throughout—
easier said than done!

Suggested solos are provided, but | encourage soloists vise and cré@te their own solo. Soloists can begin by
embellishing the written solos. Another step t |mprOV|se is t en for the chord changes, hear the chord root,
and know when it moves to another chord. F for and k orm, too. For additional solos, repeat the solo

section. Backgrounds should stay dyna
semble should y down to a whisper and gradually builds as indicated.

—Carl Strommen

Speaking of dynamics, at m.

Have fun playing jazz!

Carl
Strommen

Carl Strommen teaches orchestration and
composition at the C. W. Post Campus
of Long Island University (NY) and was
Director of Bands at Mamaroneck High
School in Mamaroneck, New York. An
ASCAP award winner, he continues to
maintain an active commission, clinic,
and writing schedule. Mr. Strommen
is a graduate of Long Island University
(NY) and The City College of New York.



By Carl Strommen (ASCAP)
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